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CEBES.. = 

5 we were walking in dliaemgle 3 1 

of Saturn, and beholding the ſe- | I 

won] offerings that had been preſented 

do that deity, we' obſerved at the en · I 1 
trance of the temple, a tablature that 3 
engaged our attention, as being en : | 


irely new both with regard to the 

and the deſign. tho we con⸗ 
ſidered it very narrowly for ſoma time 
we ſtill found our ſelves at a loſs ts 
conceive its meaning, or from whence 
the artiſt had . 
could be properly ſaid to repreſent nei: 


"7 


ther 2 gm _ a camp. it ſeemed a { 
A2 Z 

| 1 

%% 1 
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: | ved us, addreſſed vin this manner. 


4 4 THE TAS BATuRE | 
Kind of incloſure, containing in its 
: compaſs two leſſer ones; of Which 


the greateſt part of our inhabitants 
are in this particular equally ĩgnorant 


. 


however, there was one larger than the 


other: before the gate of the outer in- 


cloſure, was reprefented a great con- 
courſe of people, and on the inner fide, 
a large company of women: juſt h 

fore the gate appeared the figureof 0 
old man, who by his mien and poſ- 


ture, ſeemed to give directions to thoſe 
who entered. we had ſome time con- 
tinued in this uncertainty, with re- 
gard to the deſign of this work, when 


an old man who had: Lhpedfully obſer 


you muſt not be furptized, that you 
go are ſtrangers in this country; 
cannot comprehend this tablature; 
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iGax your ſelves. this piece * 
preſentof a native. a —— 
da man of great learning and virus, 
© and a zealous diſcipleof Pythagoras | 
and Parmenides, both in his prin: 


ciples and practiee, coming formerly + WM 
* to this place conſecrated this temple/ 


and with it the tablature beforoyou 
to Saturm. I aſked our courteous 
old man, if he had-known and con- 
verſed with this wiſe ſtranger?* L wa? 
Jong (replied he) acquainted; with 
him, and have often admired: that 
_ © profound judgment, which notwith⸗ 


© in his converſation; and I have uten Mi 


on the ſubject of your enquiry, and 
explain the moral of che piece before 
tu, we conjure, (aid 1) if ſomm 
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6 Tre: TABLATUAE 
important buſigeſs' do not call you 
away,. w en our curioſity on this 
and tha willingly conſent to your 
© requeſt; but ĩt is firſt proper to warn 
vou, that there is ſome danger in 
Vn t you aſk. I danger! of 'what 
kind? becauſe (proceeded he) if you 
hear ken with attention, and by that 
© means ſhall underſtand what I ſay 
2 ann e become! wiſe and 
* in perpetual miſery and ignorance: 
the explanation of the tablature be- 
© fore you, is like the riddle-propoſed 
by the ſphinx. whoever diſcovered 
* the myſtery was ſafe, but thoſewho 
failed in theit attempt were deſtroy= - 
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much the ſame; for Folly is thb 


ſphinx of mank ind. ſhe darkly points 
out to us what is good, what is ill, 
and what is indifferent in life. ſhe 
does not indeed, like her, immedi - 
© ately diſpatch thoſe who underſtand 
her not, but {lowly poiſons their 
condition, like thoſe who are-given 
© up to puniſhment fot life. but by: a 
© narrow examination, when we come 
© diſappeats, and the remainder f 
life is bleſt with happineſs and ſere - 

© nity. give good attention thetefore 
© which we are all nearly concerned 
in.“ if the caſe be thus, you have 
made us juſtly impatient to hear you 
© it ĩs juſt ſo. we intreat then you 
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tant conſequences you have mention 
ed, will fully en moſt careful 
attention. Hoon 21 3597 20403. 190 
Stig L. 'Hereupon Fan N 
and pointing to the tablature, you 
e ſee (ſaid he) this great incloſure? 
we do. you muſt then in the firſt 
place ſuppoſe this to repreſent hu- 
© man life, and the multitude at the 
© pate, thoſe who are daily entring in- 
to the world. that old perſon you ſee 
AI clevated near the gate, holding in one 
hand a paper, and with the other ex- 
©xended as giving out ditections, is | 
e called the genius of | mankind, he is | 
placed there:togiveinſtrudtionstoall F « 
ho enter into life, what they muſt | 
do, and point-out to them thepath FF 
they ought to take, in order to arrive 
vat true happineſs. which is the way, 


— 


© yotr ſee near the gate a painted wo- 
man ſeated ona throne, of a ſpecious 
aſpect/ who holds a eup in her hand. 
Impoſture, becauſe ſne ſeduces all 


inen. after what manner? all Nh 


enter into life are obliged to taſte of 
© that cup. hat liquor does it con- 
tain? it is a mixture of error and ig- 
© norance.” what follows upon their 


taking this potion? they then emter 


into life. are none excepted from 
this draught? none (ſaid he) but 


ſvte drink more and ſome leſs. yout © 
ſee likewiſe within'the gate, ſeverat 


women ps — we 
6 —— Pleafures. 
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10 | THE TABLATURE 
* tr ance, are ſeverally met and embra- | 
* cedby theſe women, and at length 
led away by them.” whither do they 
carry them? *ſome to ſafety and 
« ſome to deſtruction, in proportion 
to what they have drunk out of the 
* cupof impoſture.” how dangerous, 
O wiſe old man! is the draught you 
ſpeak of! *theſe women (reſumed 
he) all promiſe their votaries the 
© preateſt of bleſſings, and the enjoy- 
© ment of a life of caſe and happineſs, 
with which they ſeem well fatisfied. 
the mixture of error and ignorance 
© they have received from Impoſture, 
© blinds their underſtandings, hinders 
© them from finding the true way of 
© life, and makes them follow theſe 
* women as you ſee. do ye not ſee how 


©. thoſe who have entered firſt, wander 


* 
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about at their direction? we do, 
(aid I) but who is that woman pla- 
cee ona globe, who ſcems both blind 
and diſtracted? they call her For- 
tune, (replied he.) ſhe is not only 
© blind, but deaf and ſenſeleſs. what 
is her employment? *ſheturns herſelf 
© inceſſantly about on all ſides, ſnateh- 
ing from ſome their poſſeſſions, to 
* beſtow them upon others, whomſhe 
© again deprives of them, to gratify 
© new favourites without certainty or 
© choice. her attitude properly marks 
her character. how ſo? her being 
placed on a globe, ſignifies that her 
gifts are inconſtant, and of no true 
value, and that thoſe who truſt to, or 
depend upon her ſpecious promiſes, 
are expoſed to the greateſt calamities 
and misfortunes. what is the mean- 
55 B 2 
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13 THE 'TABLATURE 
ing of chat great crowd that durround 
her, who are they, and what do they 
een they are called the 
- .  * Inconſiderate, and ſtand chere to 
catch what ſhe blindly ſcatters a- 
mongſt chem. what occalionsſuch 
a remarkable differencein their looks, 
ſome ſeeming to rejoice, and others 
to lament, exceſſively? 5 thoſe who 
© rejoice, (returned he) are ſuch who 
© havereceived favours from her, and 
< with theſe ſheis the goddeſs of good 
fortune: thoſe on the contrary, 
6 whom you ſee weeping and wringing 
© © their hands, are fuch whom ſhe has 
© deprived of her gifts, and with theſe 
© ſhe is ſtiled the goddeſs of jll-for- 
© tune.” what, (replied I) can thoſe be- 
nefits be, the poſſeſſion of which 
cauſes ſuch great joy, and the loſs of 


3 
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' which is attended with ſuch eutrava- 


gant grief? they are thoſe things 
* which men commonly call good. 
what are theſe? * riches, glory, nabi- 
* Jity, a numerous poſterity, power, 
* honour, and ſuch like. and are 
not theſe real advantages? * of that 
(reply d our inſtructor) we ſhall 
* ſpeak hereafter more fully, let us at 
t preſent continue the explication oy 
* our tablature.” content. 
II.: You ſee, (proceeded he) 8 
ydnd this firſt gate, à higher incla- 
ſure, on the outer fide af which 
* ſtand ſeveral women wantanly dreſ- 
| * (ed? very plainly. © theſe are In- 
* continence, Luxury, Cavetaufaeſs 


and Flattery. what is their buſineſs - 


ia that place? * you ſee how narrow 
* * ly they watch thoſe wha have been 
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14 THE TABLATURE 
- favour'dby fortune. for what end? 
+ they rejoice with them, and congra- 
© tulate them on their ſucceſs, they 
careſs and endeavour to ingratiate 
©themſelves with them, and invite 
© their ſtay by the promiſe of a ſoft 
© and indolent life, free from care 
© and trouble: if any one is thus inti- 
*ced by them to the love of pleaſure, 
© this courſeof life appears for a time, 
©(whilea man is under the deluſion) 
to be delightful ; but this happineſs 
cis meerly imaginary. for when once 
he begins to reflect, he finds that all 
* the pleaſures he has taſted are falſe, 
that the evils that attended them are 
real, and that he has been miſerably 
deceived and abuſed: when he has 
© in this courſe waſted all the remains 
of his good fortune, he is forced to 
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enter himſelf in the ſervice of theſe 
© miſtreſles, to ſuffer a thouſand incon- 
© yeniencies, to ſubmit to the baſeſt 
* ſlavery, and on their account, to 
commit the vileſt and baſeſt actions, 
* ſuch as deceit, facrilege, perjury, 
* treachery and theft, till failing of 
any ſupport from theſe, he is delive- 
© red over into the hands of Puniſh- 
ment. who is ſhe? you ſee, (pro- 


© ceeded he) a little farther beyond 


* thoſe women, a kind of low gate, 
opening into a confuſed obſcure hole, 
in which are repreſented ſeveral wo- 
men covered with rags and filthineſs. 


vue ſee it. the firſt, with a whip in 


© her hand is called Puniſhment, ſhe 
© who fits next with her head recli- 
ning on her knees, is called Sadneſs, 
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16 TRE Tani aTOrE 
Trouble. but that frigktful lean 
man ſtanding naked by chem, who 
looks ſo meagre and ghaſtly, and'that 
Woman with hini who reſembles him 
ſo much, who are they ? the man 
& called Sorrow, and his ſiſter by 
him is Deſpair. into the hands of 
e cheſe executioners, is our unliappy 
man delivered over, and leads with 
chem a wretched liſe, full of pain 
and anguiſh. from hence he is again 
eonveyed to another priſon; which is 
the dwelling of Miſery, where he is 
© condemned'to paſs the remainder of 
© his life; unleſs Repentance comes to 
* his relief. but how if Repentarice | 
interpoſes? © he is by her reſcued 
from theſe evils, and receives from 
bher anew view of things; and a new 
| --< opinion, tending to true learning, 


or e. 5 17 
but which at the ſame time may ; 
« lead him to Falſe Learning what 1 
is the conſequence of this? if he be 


* ſo happy as to receive the firſt, be 


* is at once delivered from all his pre- 
* judices and errors, and paſſes the reſt 
* of his daysin tranquillity and peace; 
© if otherwiſe he is again deceived by 
© Falſe Learning,” his cafe is very ha- 


zardous; but who is this F alle EA a 


ing? - 

III.. Youſeethatſecondincloſure?* 
yes. *at the entrance of it, you may 
* obſerve a woman neatly dreſſed, and 
* of a good appearance. the vulgar, 


and thoſe who take up with the ſhow 8 


« of things, call her Learning; but 


this is a miſtake, ſhe is Falſe Learn- 


ing. even thoſe happy travellers, Who 


* ſucceed in their purſuit of True 
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> THE. TABLATURE 2 
„Learning, are commonly detained 


EF * ſometime by her.” is there no other 


Vvay toatrive at True Learning? there 
is ##*####, but who are thoſe per- 

ſons walking up and down in this 
court? they are (ſaid he) the admiĩrers 

© of Falſe Learning, who being decei- 
ved by appearances, fondly imagine 
they have reached the true. who are 
theſe ? 6 they are ſome of them poets, 
* others orators, logicians, muſicians, 
{ arithmeticians, geometricians, aſtro- 
 logers, and critics, with others of 
the like profeſſions.” but who are 
| thoſe women, ſo. buſy on every fide 

addreſſing themſelves to this com- 
pany.? are they not the ſame: you 
ſhowed us at fir, amongſt whom 
were Incontinence with her compa- 
nions? **% 500 they come here allo ? 


/ 
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# yes (faid he) but leſs frequently than 
£ into the firſt incloſure. do the Vpi- 
nions alſo enter here! © yes, the early 
© potian received from Impoſture, ſtill 
© operates, Ignorance finds à place 
here, and if you can believe me, Ex- 
« travagance and Follyate not exclud- 
ed. they remain under the power of 
© theſe, till having left Falſe Learning, 
© they enter upon the path that leads 
them to True Learning, from whom 
they receive that ſovereign remedy, © 
© which frees them from the ill effects 
that error ahd ignorance Produce. 
© but while they ſtay with Falſe Learn. 
© ing, they are never truly free, nor 
can they by her aſſiſtance deliver 
_ © themſelves from any of the evils we 
© _— of. proceed we pray you, (ſaid 
| Kg 9 2 | 1 
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20 THE TABLATURE 
I) and ſhow us this happy way that 
« leads to True Learning. 

IV. Tou behold, Cad 

* our venerable inſtructor) that, riſing 

| * ground before you, that appears c de- 
| 22k and uninhabited,” we do. you 
* obſerve then upon it a little gate, that 

opens on a narrow and unfrequent- 
* cd path, that appears yery broken 

and impracticable. you ſee likewiſe 


n near it a ſpacious ground, ſteep like 
2 Pprecipice.' I ſee it. this is the | 
* road to True Learning.” this road | 
appears very difficult indeed. you | 
ſee then a little above it, a high and 
 *.craggy rock, on whoſe ſide appear | « 
$ two comely healthy women, who . ; 
' © ſeem chearfully to ſtretch out their 
hands. I ſee them plainly; but who 3 


are they? * one of them is called 


"OF ＋πα⁹ ]⁹¹ 8. 5-0 
an the other Patience; 
they are ſiſters. but why do they 

extend their hands ſo? to encou- 
© rage all thoſe who paſs this way, and 
* exhort them not to be diſcouraged, 
* by aſſuring them that theſe hard- 
ſhips will not be of long continuance, 
that they will leſſen by degrees, and 
* the paſſage grow more eaſy and ar 
greeable. but what method do they 
take, when they come to the foot of 
this rock, for I ſeenoway toaſcend it? 
* thoſe friendly ſiſters give them their 
* aſſiſtance and help, till they reach 
* the top; where, on their arrival, they 
* allow them a ſhort time to repoſe 
E '« themſelves, and then inſpire them 
with new vigour, by promiſing to 
conduct them ſafely to true learning, 
by ſhowing them the eaſineſß and 
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- pleaſantneſs of the way they are now 
to enter upon, and how free it is, 
from all manner of hazard and in- 
+ conveniency, as you may ſee.” ſo 
indeed! it appears to be. _— 
V. Do you ſee, (continued he)near © ff * 
« that diſtant wood, a certain beautiful 
place, like a delightful meadow, on 
lich there ſeems to fall a ſtrong 
= © light. vety diſtinetly. in this you 
nee a gate that opens into another in- 
c cloſure. true, what place is it? this 
js the abode of the bleſſed; here the 
© Virtues dwell with Happineſs,” how 
lovely the place appears! you ſec 
naar the gate, (reſum d he) a hand- 
ſome woman of a compoſed aſpect, 
ho appears middle aged, her habit 7 
plaln without affectation or orna- ' 
ments. ſhe ſtands not on a Yobeb but + I 


„ e e e 
Lena ſquare pedeſtal. there ſtand by 
* her two virgins who appear to be her 
oF daughters.“ they do indeed reſemble 
her very much. * ſhe in the middle ĩs 
« True Learning,the others are Truth 
and Perſwaſion. the mother is placed 
0 on a ſquare, to ſignify the certainty 
0 and ſafety of the way that leads to 
© her, and the unalterable and perma 
nent nature both of the bleſſings ſne 
{ beſtows, and their happy effects. 
what are thoſe bleſſings? they are 
courage and ſerenity.” what is their 
nature? * ſuch as renders the poſſeſ- 
« ſors undiſturbed by any of the ac- 
© cidents and calamities of life, ſince 
no real evil can befal thoſe who en- 
joy them.“ what valuable gifts are 
theſe! hut why is True Learning pla- 


_ ced without the incloſure? | that re: 
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may preſent thoſe who approach Hier | 
ith her purifying remedy; and this 
© reſtoring them to themſelves, in chat 
© ſtate introduce them to the Virtues. 


how is this, for I do not well com- 


prehendyour meaning? but you ſhall 
preſently (reſum'd our inſtructor.) 
« the cafe here is like that of a man un- 
der a violent diſeaſe, who is brought 
©to the phyſician; who firſt finds out 
and removes the cauſe of his diſ- 


border, and then by degrees reſtores 


© him to his health and ſtrength. but 
© if the patient ſhould diſregard his ad- 


vice, he would deſervedly periſh.” 
nowTunderſtand you.*juſtſo(ſaidhe) 


©when a man comes to True Learn- f 


ing; ſhe adminiſters to him this ſo- 


vereign medicine, which purges him 
* all evils he 1 along with 


** * A F-- 4 
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Orea ay. 
him,” what are thoſe? *inthe-firt 
4 place, the ignorance and error he 
* drank with Impoſture, together with 
pride, haſt, anger, avarice, and all the 
other vices he contracted in che fitft - 
* incloſute.” when they are thuscleart- 
ſed, where are they ſent! to Happh- 
neſt and che Virtues, who are they? 
VI.“ You ſes, (proceeded he)wint- 
in that gate, a lierle ſociety of ma- 
_ * trons, who appear moſt beautiful 
 * and modeſt, who have nothing f 
* thatpaintand affeftaion you obler- 
ved in the other women. w d;; 
| but how are they. called? +cheifrſt 
(ald he) iscalled Science, the reſtart 
her ſiſters, Fortitude, Juſtice, _ 
grity, Temperance! Modeſty, Li- 

* berality, Continence, — 
ee 3 
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26 THE TABLATURE 
company! and how great encou- 
ragement do you give us! provid- 
ed (ſaid he) you underſtand; what 
you hear, and reſolve to practiſe it. 
this is our intention. thus you will 
be happy. but when a man is in 
this agreeableſociety, where do they 
5 Jead him? * to their mother Happi- 
*ineſs.” Who is, ſhe? * ſee; you not 
4. (reſumedthe good old man) the way 
*that leads to that eminence; which is 
the higheſt point of all the inclo- 
ſures. near it there ſits a comely 
£/\matron in her bloom, well dreſſed, 
*-without art, and crowned after a 
bd overy beautiful manner. ſhe is ele- | 
1 vated on a kind of throne.” we ob- 
+ ferve her. this majeſtic perſon is 
Happineſs. after what manner 
| "docs ſhe n who ate brought 
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to her? ; ſhe rewards: . 

* crowns, ſuch as are beſtowed on 
© thoſe who are conquerors in any 
© greatenterprize.' in what conflicts, 
faid I, have theſe perſons been victo- 
rious? in dangerous INE , (purſued 
he) and have triumphed over for- 
* midable monſters, who would have 
* deſtroyed them; theſe they have no 
«© ſubdued, fo as to make them obedi- 
* ent, who before tyrannized over 


© them.” pray inform us what mon- 


+ ſters are theſe? they are in the 
firſt place Ignorance and Error. are 
not theſe monſters?” yes without 


doubt, (ſaid I) and very dangerous 


ones too. thoſe that follow are no 
leſs ſo, ſuch as Grief, Vexation, A- 
© varice, and the other vices with In- 
| *ninapeminns; theſe are in theit turn 
D 2 
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THE: TABLATURE 
<fubdued;'and loſe: all their former g 
power. O glorious conqueſt! bur 
pray tell us what is the virtue of that 
the virtue of it, O young man! (faid 
he) is very great. whoever wears it, 
© is perfectly bleſſed, and free from all 
© evil. he derives his happineſs from 
no external object, but from himſelf 
cialone. O exalted victory! but when 
they are thus crowned, whither do 
they god they are carried by the 
Virtues to that place from whence. 
the crovd they have left, and how 
badly and (miſerably they paſs their 
me, and wander up and down in 
error and ignorance;or led ray by 
< different paſſions, by pride, by incon- 


woes 9 ts 


fn Nay 
chat they cannot free themſelves, 
nor find the way to True Learning; 
but are tormented with endleſs anni - 
( ety. this happens to them, by the 
©negle&t and forgetfulneſs of theſe 
good counſels they received fromthe - 
Genius, at their entrance into life. 
what you ſay; appears highly reaſon» 
able, (ſaid 1) but there is one thing 
you have not yet explained, why the 
they came from? the teaſon, (an- 
« {wered our inſtructor) is - becauſe 
as they paſs through life, they have 
cannot diſtinctiy fee what it done 
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©they-often confound good and evil, 


and by that means are frequently 


ſubject to miſtakes. now that they 
have attained to True Learning, they 


*ſee things in a new light. the miſery 


of a contrary courſe ſtrikes them 


more ſtrongly, and ſets their pre- 
ſent happineſs in the cleareſt view. 


when they have ſeen theſe things, 
where do they go next? * where-ever 
they pleaſe, (faid he) it is the ſame 


thing. they carry their happineſs in 


© their own: breaſts. they are always 
© ſafe, as if they were in the Corycian 
© cave. their integrity is their perpetu- 


* al ſecurity and defence. they are be- 


#-phyſicians are by the ſick.” have 


0% f BY of 
Ale (anſwered he.) Grief, 
Trouble, Luſt, Avarice;or Poverty, 

© have no power to hurt them, the 
re ſuperior to all | thoſe paſſions, 
* which before had the government 
of them; like thoſe who carry about 
© them a ſovereign counter poiſon, 
© they can walk-unhurt-thro' theſe 
dangerous ſerpents, the venom of 
© which they ſee fatal to many round 
© them.” you ſpeak well: but who are 
theſe perſons deſeending the hill, 
ſome of. them crowned, who appear 
very joyful, and others without 
crowns, who ſeem mn and deſpe- 
rate under the command of 
women? thoſe that are . 
(ſaid he) are ſuch who by finding 
© the way to True Learningare arrived 
at happineſs, and ate conſequently 
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fpleaſed with their ſucceſs: thoſt 
who want crowns, ure ſuch who by 

their folly have neglected to ſeek the 
 +way to True Learning; or elſe hav- 

ing found it, have ſtopt at the nar- 
ro and rough aſcent we ſpoke: of, 
+and by looking for an eaſier path, 
< have quite loſt the road. but who 
are thoſe women that follow them: 
5 they are, (replied he) Care, Trouble, 
Deſpair, Ignominy, and Ignorance. 
IE it be ſo, they are very wretched. 
L chry are fo indeed, (proceeded he.) 
$:when driven by thoſe tormentors, 
to Luxury and Incontinence, the 
wonder is, that they do not accuſe 
+ thenmmſelves as the authors of their 
oon ruin; but unjuſtly revile True 


* or ers 33 : 
© were unfortunate and deluded men, 
* who-purſaed a ſhadow of happi- 
_ © neſs, while they themſelves, as they 
alledge, poſſeſs in riot and luxury the 
© true pleaſures of life. for like the 
whole ſatisfaction in the gratification 
* of their ſenſual appetites.” but who 
are thoſe other women who return 
fo full of gaiety and mirth? they are 
che Opinions, (faid he) who having 
conducted the virtuous to True 
Learning are coming back to in- 
« yite and carry others thither in their 
_ * and felicity of thoſe who have gone 
before them.” do theſe never goin 
amongſt the Virtues. no, (anſwered 

© he) becauſe Opinion can neverreach 
do Science. they only 
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into the hands of True Learning, 
and then return to bring others, like 
ſhips that diſcharge their lading, in 
order to fetch a new cargo.” you 
have fully fatisfied us in your expla- 
nation: but you have not yet told us 
what the Genius preſcribes to thoſe 
who enter into life! he bids them, 
* (replied he) be of goodcheer; this I 
© alſo recommend to you, as I ſhall 
more particularly explain it, without 
* omitting any thing, that may make 
you fully underſtand me. 

VII. Stretching out again his arm, 
© obſerve (continued he) that blind 
. 5 woman ſtanding on a globe, who, 
as I told you before, was called For- 
tune. we ſee. the Genius forbids 
us to truſt her, to place anycertain- 
{ty or happineſs in her fayours, or 


* 


wenn 
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© regard what ſhe gives us as properly 
© our own, ſince we have no ſecurity 
© againſt her taking them from us to 
_ © beſtow them upon others, a thing 
« ſhe frequently praiſes. for this rea- 
« ſon he warns us, not too highly to 
« indulge our ſelves in her gifts, nor 
too deeply to be caſt down with the 
© loſs of them, neither to eſteem or 
« deſpiſe her too much, ſince ſhe acts 
© from nojuſt principle, but does all 
© things inconſiderately and raſhly. 
© he would nothave us be ſurpriſed at 
© her conduct, or imitate theſe miſe- 

* rable uſurers, who when money is 
_ © intruſted in their hands, rejoiceasif 
* they received it for their own uſe; 
but when it is redemanded, pay it 
back with unwillingneſs, forgetting 
© that the condition of their receiving 
E 2 
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it, was thatit ſhould be returned io 

” * the proprietor without trouble or 

d delay. in this light would the Geni- 
aus haye us toconſider the advantages 

© of Fortune: and to remember it is 


ber characteriſtic to take what ſhe 


< gives, to return it back perhaps in- 


| . * creaſed, and ſoon after not only de- 


* prive us of all ſhe has given, but 
© even of what we were poſſeſſed of 
© before. he bids us therefore receiye 
what ſhe beſtows, and employ it 
immediately in ſome valuable and 
real purchaſe.” what is that? * ſuch 
an one as True Learning will afford 
them, if they can attain it. what 
will they receive from her? True 
Science, (ſaid he) the moſt laſting 
and precious paſſeſſion. upon this 
* account the Genius directs us to 
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a 3 immediately to gain 
* this important acquiſition, he adviſes 
us to paſs thro' the firſt incloſuxe, 
without hearkening to the ſollicita- 
tions of thoſe looſe women Incon 
* tinence and Luxury, who by their 

inſinuating flatteries, are ſo ready to 
ſeduce us from the right way, he 
didds us reject their temptations, and 
go on to Falſe Learning. with her 
he would have us make a ſhort ſtay, 
* to hear what ſhe propoſes that may 
be of ſervice to us in gur journey, 
* and then proceed forward to True 
Learning. theſe are the eommands 
of the Genius. whoever miſappre- 
* hends or neglects them,. becomes 
ignorant and evil, and in tha end 
* wretched. this, my friends, is the 
* explication of the tahlsture before 
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you. if you have any doubts remain- 


© ing, Tſhall endeavour to ſatisfy you, 
6 "ue at preſent I am fully at leiſure. 
VIII. Ichanked our good old man, 


with whoſe narration we were all 


pleaſed very much, but (ſaid I) pray 
inform us what it is the Genius would 
have us get by our ſtay with Falſe 
Learning? ſome a (ſaid he) 
© that may be of uſe to us. what are 


they? the languages (anſwered he) 


and thoſe other parts of education, 
*which Plato ſomewhere recom- 
© mends to youth, to keep them from 
© being worſe employed, and reſtrain 
them from the love of pleaſure.” 
but tell us, aretheſe things neceſſary 
to guide us to True Learning? not 


© abſolutely ſo (ſaid he) they are in- 


deed convenient, but they contribute 


Py FR 


0 o EB E38. 38. 
s di of themſelves to true happi- 
«© neſs. they are of no ſignificapce to 
make men better than before. a man 
may become wiſe without their aſ- 
* ſiſtance ; and yet they are far from 
being uſeleſs: for tho we may un- 
derſtand any language by the help 
© of an interpreter, yet it would be 
© more convenient to us, if we our- 
© ſelves were maſters of the language. 
thus you ſee we do not indiſpenſib+ 
© ly need the aſſiſtance of theſe arts in 
our purſuit of True Learning. the 
learned then, as they are commonly 
called, are in no better a. condition 

than other men. certainly (continu- 
ed he) they are not. do not you ſee 
them equally with others, differ in 

* their ſentiments of good and evil, 
and given u p to their ſeveral paſſi- 
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* Lions? for nothing hinders bur that 
' . men may be well vers d in theſe arts, 
| and yet abandoned ue Prunkenneſs, 
Intemperamee, Covetouſneſt, Injuſ- 
c tice, Folly, und Treachery.“ It is 
very true, there are many ſucht if 
e (faid he) what advantage does 
this imaginary learning give them o- 
ber others, or Hax uſe is it to them 
for te amendment of their lives? 
of very little, if chings are ſo: but 
What is the reaſon they are placed in 
the ſecond incloſure ſo near to True 
Learning: cheir ſituation is of very 
lite benefit to them, ſince they of- 
ten ſee others paſs from amongſt the 


e ncces in tke firſt ineloſure, to True 


Learning, leaving the followers of 


| 3 «the #t#bebitid! after this you can- 


- "+n6t ſays cis EP of theirs is of 


REY "CT S;2Þ 6p '4t 
* great ſervice; to them. eicher then 
« they are more indolent or more in- 
tractable than other men. how 
comes that to be? becauſe (re- 
© plied he) theſe perſons in the ſecond 
* incloſure, who are fo taken up with 
Falſe Lzarnin g, areunhappyin this, 
that they have a fond opinion of 
their own miſtakes. they imagine 
< themſelves in the poſſeſſion of True | 
Learning; and while they think fo, 
© it is no wonder they reſt contented 
« with what they have. beſides, you 
© ſee the Opinions come in here from 
© thefirſt incloſure. therefore they are 
no way better than other men, unleſs, 
they are relieved, by. Repentance, 
_ © who. convinces them of their error, 
and ſhews them how they have mif- 
taken the Falſe Learning from the 
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efue: nd for vou, my fende un? 
leſs "you are long: 'converſant about 
©theſe things, and by that means fix 
them itt your eſteem; and reduce 
chem into practice, you will receive 
bur little advantage from what you 
Have heard. we ſhall carefully (ſaid 
I) follow your good advice; but pray 
inform ts farther why you do not ac- 
count thoſe chings as good in them- 
ſeves/which we receive from Fortune. 
Kenet Ie, health, riches, glory, poſte· 
rity; vitory; and fuch like real advan- 
tapes; and is not the want or loſs of 
thoſe tobe conſidered às evil? — to 
us ſrems a paradox. Tic | 
IX. Proceed hot (reel e our 
„ld mä) and let us examine this 
matter more! narfo ly, and anſwer” 
nne dhe guefHons 1 ſhall propoſe to 


F mu 
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you. Iſhall, is life then a bleſſing 
to an ill man?. no certainly,iti is rather 
an evil. how chen can life it ſelf be 
10 bleſſing, when te ſuch a man ir is 
really an eyil it is a bleſſing 30 the 
good, and a mis fortune to the bad. 
ſo you think life is at the ſame time 
«baths good and an evil Jes. (be- 
ware, (replied he) of ſuch an abſur- 
* dity. it .is irapoſlible! the ſame thing 
can be good and ill at che ſame dime. 
if fo, it might alſo be init ſalſ at the 
4, lame time uſeful and hurtful, deſit S* 
L Able and hateſul, which is anapifct 
econttadiction it is ſoiſchut. if he 
who lives ill is unhappy, is not life an 
evil to him? but to live and liye ill 
are not the ſame thing. do you not 
think there is a wide difference? 
there ſeems to be ſo· to lixe then, in 
C - NY | 
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© joy an equal ſhare of it. ſince then 
© life is a privilege: common to all 
© men, it follows, that it is in it ſelf 


neither good nor evil: much like 


© theſe operations in chirurgery, 
which are of great uſe to the ſick, 


: ſons in good HY 


me which would you chuſe, a vitious 


© life, ot an honeſt and generous 
© death?” the latter certainly. there- 


« fope death 18 in it ſelf no evil, ſince 


© it is frequently preferable to life it 


„ ſelf?“ ſo it appears. it is the 
ſume caſe with reſpect to ſickneſs 
_ © and health, ſince there are many 


e wherein the former is more 


* 1 . 


but would be very pernicious to per- 


juſt ſo we muſt 
© conſider life ; but let us go on- tell 


50 r 08-8 £9) Ay 
_ Theneficiali to us than the latter. ſo 
„think. let us proceed, and conſi- 
I der riches in the ſame view: or 
rather let us ſee how many who 
© poſſeſs them, lead wicked and miſe- 
* rablelives.' there are proofs enough 
of this. their rĩiches then are of no 
© uſe to promote their happineſs? they 
ſeem not. goodneſs therefore flows - 
from learning, not from riches? ſo 
it appears. how then can riches be 
D good in themſelves, ſince they can 
neither make their poſſeſſors better 
or happier men?” they cannot. 
* therefore they are evil to thoſe who 
* know not how to make a right uſe 0 
© of them.” ſo I think. how can 
© that therefore be accounted in it 
0 ſelf good, that is of no ſervice to 
the owner?” not at all. if therefore 
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Hany make a good and right uſe of 
their riches, they will lire well, if 
*not, they will bye miſerably; what 
you ſay appears very juſt. to con- 
clude then, the miſchief lies ĩn our 
ioo highly eſteeming tliem as really 
good, or too meanly deſpiſing them 
& value on them, and imagine them 
the means of procuring: all manner 
4 of happineſs, and on this account, 


= - | ; , 
top at nothing, tho never ſo 
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| 6<'wicked, to acquire them. this they 
—_ 


4 do, becauſe they OY OS the 
true good. Lais 1. 08 med 

11 KK. - hs" eee 
our venerable inſtructor, that evil 
*. can never produce good, or good be 


210% eie , 
the cauſt of evil. thus you often ſee 
« great wealth amaſſed together by 
the vileſt and worſt actions, ſuch as 
lying, fraud, theft, facrilege; and 
ſuch ks erimes which proceed from 
© the moſt 'vicious' diſpoſitions, now 
© if good ean never be the produce of 
« evil, we cat never call riches that are 
© acquired in ſuch'a manner, good. 
this is fully made out. to proceed 
then, (ſaid he) as by wicked actions 
© we ſhall never purchaſcjuſtice, wiſ- 
dom or any other virtue; fo neither 
© by a \coutſe of 'worthy actions can 
ve evet become vitious! theſe thitige 
© ire meotfipatible,”yor often ſee the 
© moſt vnjuſtand wieked men poſſeſt 
of power, 'riches, victory, fame, and 
choſe other imaginary bleſlings' f 
3 may conclude, 
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that theſe things are neither good 
nor evil; and that as wiſdom and 
\ © ignorance and vice are the only real 
Levils of life.” you have fully proved 
this argument to our intire ſatisfaction, 
and we ſhall now no longer be deceiv- 
de bythe appearances of things. you 
ſſiee (added he) that all theſe things 
Lin themſelves are neither good nor 
evil, as I before told you. they re- 
ſemble ſleep and exerciſe, and the 
© other: natural motions of the body, 
© which agree in common to all men. 
the things that properly diſtinguiſh 
be and belong tous are virtue and vice. 
de latter is always the characte- 
 * riſtic of ignorance, and the former 
| © of wiſdom. two contrary diſpoſitions 
Ss « can never unite to form a conſiſtent 
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© charaRter, af a man can nevet be.ig- | 
norant and wiſe, aſleep and awake 
ar be ſame time. all theſe you have 


need us, (ſaid ) and 3 


we have been very pleaſingly enter- 
tained. all thoſe things flow from 
one principle, (added he) a principle 
© truly divine 1 ##*#*#*. whatdoyou | 
mean by that expreſſion (ſaid I)? 
life and death, (replied he) health 
* thoſe things we have been ſpeaking 
© of are in*their nature neither good 
© nor evil, but happen indifferentlyß 
to all men. we plainly ſee, (ſaid I) 
this is a neceſſary conſequence from 
what you have been ſaying; yet, me- 
thinks, Lam not yet fully confirmed 
in this opinion. this (concluded he) 
_ © isbecauſe you are not yet throughly 
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into habits. if you ſnould yet 
| about what I have 
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